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The manner in which Eoosevelt's desire was accom-
plished is told as follows by Admiral Dewey himself in his
'Autobiography' (Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913):

"The most influential officer in the distribution of assign-
ments was Bear-Admiral A. S. Crowninshield, chief of the
Bureau of Navigation, and a pronounced bureaucrat, with
whose temperament and methods I had little more sym-
pathy than had the majority of the officers of the navy at
that time. He would hardly recommend me to any com-
mand ; and his advice had great weight with John D. Long,
who was then Secretary of the Navy.

"Theodore Eoosevelt was Assistant Secretary of the
Navy, He was impatient of red tape, and had a singular
understanding both of the importance of preparedness for
war and of striking quick blows in rapid succession once
war was begun. With the enthusiastic candor which char-
acterizes him, he declared that I ought to have the Asiatic
Squadron. He asked me if I had any political influence.
I expressed a natural disinclination to use it. He agreed
with the correctness of my view as an officer, but this was a
situation where it must be used in self-defense. One letter
from an influential source in favor of Howell had already
been received by the department.

" 'I want you to go,' Mr. Eoosevelt declared. 'You are
the man who will be equal to the emergency if one arises.
Do you know any Senators?'

"My heart was set on having the Asiatic Squadron. It
seemed to me that we were inevitably drifting into a war
with Spain. In command of an efficient force in the Far
East, with a free hand to act in consequence of being so far
away from Washington, I could strike promptly and suc-
cessfully at the Spanish force in the Philippines.

" 'Senator Proctor is from my State,' I said to Mr.
Eoosevelt. 'He is an old friend of the family, and my father
was of service to him when he was a young man.'

" 'You could not have a better sponsor,' Mr. Eoosevelt
exclaimed. 'Lose no time in having him speak a word for